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EVENTS 
STATEWIDE 25th YEAR  
ADA CELEBRATIONS! 

(Including Eugene Oregon!) 
 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

July17 - Hands Around The Capitol  Boise 
  Capitol Park  11:00am to 4:30pm  Speakers, Food, Resource 

July 22 - ADA Celebration in Pocatello 
  Alameda Park 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
July 23 - ADA Celebration in Idaho Falls 
  Accessible Playground - Tautphaus Park 11:00am to 3:00pm 
 
July 24 - ADA Celebration in Coeur d’Alene  
  McEuen Park  11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 
July 25 - ADA Celebration in Moscow 
  East City Park  12:00pm to 3:00pm 
 
July 25- ADA Celebration in Eugene, Oregon 
  Amazon Park  contact LILA (Lane Independent Living  
                     Alliance) at 541-607-7020 

On-going Monthly Meetings 
 
 Relatives As Parents Support Group  -1st Thursday  
   6:00 pm 403 N Hayes, Pocatello  
   Contact Tricia Bonman for info 208-235-209 
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness Support Group – 2nd Wednesday 
  7:00 pm    LIFE Office   640 Pershing, Pocatello 
   208-232-5791 for more information 
 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group  - 4th Wednesday  
   Area Agency on Aging 
   214 E Center Street, Pocatello 
 
Dual Recovery Anonymous – Every Tuesday  
  6:00-7:15  150 N Main, Keller Williams Building  Suite A  
  Pocatello  208-2240-7331 (Becky) or  
  208-479-2727 (Suzanne) for more information 
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  Letter from the Editor 
Hello Friends, 
Recently an article was written about a 
little girl’s elementary school graduation 
– not only did the school forget to call 
her name for her to go up on stage and 
get her diploma, but when they did 
remember, she couldn’t get up on the 
stage to get the diploma because she 
was in a wheelchair and there was no 
ramp.   

It is still the dark ages in some locales, 
but since the story hit the internet, the 
response to this story will no doubt 
make this school, guilty of such over 
site, think twice about their treatment of 
students with disabilities.   

Our own Michelle Porter, an 
Independent Living Specialist who is a 
wheelchair user herself, responded to 
this story by writing directly to the 
school.  

Michelle wrote, “There are many ways 
to beautify your school and have access 
to the stage.  Steps are outdated and a 
curvy path to the stage would look 
classy.  There are grants for 
accessibility and this student will not be 
the first student who uses a chair, or a 
walker, or need other assistive 
technology at your school, so you 
should deal with this as soon as 
possible.  This is so disappointing to  

see someone so innocent already having 
to experience humiliation at her own 
school, where she should feel safe and 
wanted.  Someone who uses a chair can 
be such a benefit to the school. If she just 
had her independence she could motivate 
other students and show them that they 
can do anything.  Instead she's being 
discarded and treated as if she's 
insignificant.   

 
Don't just change your graduation 
procedures, change you whole 
perspective. Please contact you local 
Independent Living Center if you need 
help.  Reaching out for help is the first step 
to independence for all.”  
 
Hats off to Michelle for taking the time to 
make an effort to assist this school in 
seeing the need for accessibility for all its 
students!  

 
Carol Jenks, Editor 

 
To contribute an article or  

comment on an article,  
please contact me at: 

Carol@dacnw.org 
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NEWS FROM DAC 
Continuing our community involvement! 

Your Community – Your Access – Your Life 

  
 
Contributed by 
Angela McDonald 
IL Specialist 
Transition Manager 
 
 

Tom McTevia was a well know war veteran, who became a 
wheelchair user following a spinal cord injury.  He was an 
advocate for people with disabilities and a key player in making 
the accessibility changes to Tubbs Hills.  Tom and his 
passenger and best friend, Tina Hoisington, died in an ATV 
accident the end of April.  At the ribbon ceremony for Tubbs 
Hill, held in June, a representative from the McTevia family spoke  
on behalf of Tom and his amazing efforts to improve the lives of 
persons who are “minorly inconvenienced”, as Tom would say.  
 
The event had about 70 people in attendance, including other key players that helped to make Tubbs 
Hill accessible. The Friends of Tubbs Hill Foundation was there and provided some great tidbits and 
insight into their assistance. DAC was there and will be taking on the donations for Toms Memorial.  
 

 
 
 
 
Michelle Porter 
Transition Manager 
IL Specialist 
 
As stated previously, Michelle has been instrumental in opening a DAC office in the 
Sandpoint area!  The office is actually located at 6635 Lincoln Street in Bonners 

Ferry.  She is there on Thursdays from 9am to 2pm.   Stop in to see her during that time or call her to 
make an appointment by calling her at 208-664-9896. 
 
 

Tom McTevia 
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   NEWS FROM LIFE 

 
 

NEWS FROM LINC 

Join the 25th ADA Celebrations 
 at LIFE and LINC 

 
July 22 - An ADA Celebration will be held in Pocatello, Idaho  
                   at the Alameda Park  from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
July 23 - An ADA Celebration will be held in Idaho Falls, Idaho  
  at the Accessible Playground - Tautphaus Park 11:00am to 3:00pm 

 
Plan to join the celebration close  

to you and enjoy food, resource booths, 
 entertainment and speakers! 
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NEWS FROM 

Dana Gover, MPA, and ACTCP 
Certification, ADA Training and Technical 
Assistance Coordinator 
 
Email:dananwadacenteridaho@gmail.com  
Phone: Voice and Text 208-841-9422 
Idaho Relay Service: 711 
Website: http://dbtacnorthwest.org/Idaho 

Hands Around the Capitol 2015  
Capitol Park (across from the Capitol, 

Boise Idaho  
July 17, 2015 

ADA OVERVIEW 

The ADA has expanded opportunities for some 304,000 Idahoans who have disabilities 
by reducing barriers, changing perceptions, and increasing full participation in 
community life. However, the full promise of the ADA will only be reached if we remain 
committed to continue our efforts to fully implement the ADA through education and 
outreach promoting the ADA as a positive civil rights law not only for people with 
disabilities but the state of Idaho.  

Twenty-five years ago a major change took place.  This change altered the way 
America views people with disabilities.  It has affected every aspect of individuals with 
disabilities life that most Americans take for granted – shopping, going to school, 
applying for a job, entering a public building.  Twenty-five years ago, the public did not 
assume that a person with a disability could work, drive, use public transportation, live 
in their own home or raise a family.  How far we’ve come since July 26, 1990, when 
President George H.W. Bush signed into law the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
Since that time, businesses and organizations have made changes that welcome 
individuals with disabilities – providing access to employment, altering public 
restrooms, adding curb cuts to allow access, installing power operated doors, or 
increasing accessible parking spaces. 

On July 17, 2015 we will educate the public, people with disabilities, friends and family 
on the importance of the ADA through our public awareness event, Hands Around the 
Capitol 2015. Our goal is to attract over 1000 people to our event. We can only reach 
our goal of education and outreach with your participation. Don't miss this great  
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opportunity to celebrate, learn, be part of ADA history as 1000 people circle the Capitol 
on July 17, 2015 in Boise Idaho!   We are the only state in the nation to circle the 
Capitol linking our hands with a yellow ribbon showing our support for our Service 
Women and Men and the 25th Anniversary of the ADA.  

One of our main educational activities include, "Listen to My Pictures" where 
participants will have the opportunity to create a personal story expressing their 
feelings about the ADA and how it has impacted their life through the use of artistic 
forms such as pictures, photography, drawings, Braille, words and sign language. The 
stories will be displayed in the park throughout the afternoon, video taped and 
photographed. A video and group photo books will be produced for future reference 
and distribution. A 6th grade student who is deaf is designing a logo for our event. We 
would like to incorporate his logo on our outreach materials. We are working with Jim 
Mairs, HAVA Coordinator Secretary of State's office to include voting machine displays 
where vendors will display their products and participants can test for accessibility.  

Hands Around the Capitol 2015 encourages the general public to join together with the 
disability community.  The major objectives of our event is to educate individuals with 
disabilities and the public on:  

• Accessible voting options 
• Accessible transportation  
• Assistive technology  
• Disaster planning that includes people with disabilities  
• Technical assistance and resources on American with Disabilities Act, Idaho Human 

Rights Act and Fair Housing Act 
• Employment resources and opportunities for people with disabilities 
• Promote awareness and about disability to reduce discrimination  
• Through our public awareness booths promote resources and services encouraging 

independence and increase awareness about community based living and accessible 
communities for all people of different abilities. 

Hands Around the Capitol 2015  
 

 Continued from Page 8 
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Sign the ADA Proclamation in support of the 25th Anniversary of the ADA. Go to 
this link to sign the pledge. http://adaanniversary.org/proclamation 

SAVE THE DATES   
Boise, Idaho 

Hands Around the Capitol
 July 17, 2015 at Capitol Park 11:00 am to 4:30 pm

NW ADA Center-Idaho, LINC, DACNW & CID

Join us for the 25th Anniversary ADA Celebrations!  In Boise we need your help to recruit 
1000 people to circle the Idaho State Capitol with a yellow ribbon showing support for 
the ADA. Join us for Civil Rights Speakers, Music, Food, Resource Booths, and other FUN 
activities. Looking for Sponsorships. Resource Tables for a small fee will be available for 
organizations to display their materials.  

CELEBRATIONS HAPPENING IN:  
Northern Idaho

DACNW

Lewiston June 12, 2-5pm at Kiwanis Park 
CDA July 24th, 11am-2pm at McEuen Park 

Moscow July 25th noon-3pm at East City Park. 

Eastern Idaho
LIFE

July 22nd, Pocatello- at at 3:00pm to 7:00pm Alameda Park 
July 23, Idaho Falls- at 11:00am-3:00pm  Accessible Playground at Tautphaus Park. 

For More Information and Updates:

Dana Gover, NW ADA Center-Idaho: email: dananwadacenteridaho@gmail.com 
 James Turner, LINC: email: jturner@lincidaho.org 
Vicki Leeper, DACNW: email: vicki@dacnw.org 

Dean Nielson, LIFE: dean@idlife.org
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My Life Changed After The ADA 
By Nancy Duncan 
In July of 1990, we were living in a new city and I was unsuccessfully searching 
for an after-school program for my 8-year-old son who has multiple disabilities. 
None of the programs would accept Daniel because of his disabilities. 
I kept up with world events by listening to a recorded newsmagazine that cost 
four times the price of its print equivalent. I worked for an organization that felt 
it was unable to provide me with any compensation for my driver, and so I paid 
this expense out of my own pocket. 
Today, 10 years after the passage of the ADA, many children with disabilities 
attend private daycare programs. I am offered a variety of alternative formats 
from many organizations, at no extra cost. My employers provide compensation 
for my reader/driver, understanding that this service makes me a far more 
productive employee. 
When I attend theatrical productions I can request audio description. The train 
platform has detectable warnings along the edge and that makes using the 
transit system far less frightening. When I go to a hotel, I can be sure I am at 
the right room due to the Braille signage. 
Everywhere I go, people are more aware of my needs as a blind person. As I 
meet people across the state of Georgia, I am amazed at the new interest and 
openness expressed about including people with disabilities . . . 
I believe that the ADA has helped to make many people aware that we are 
people too and have a right to participate in everything. 
Nancy Duncan ADA Exchange of Georgia 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 
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Statewide Nomination Form 
Hands Around the Capitol 2015 

Capitol Park July 17, 2015 
 

 
 

Overview 

The purpose of the Statewide Hands Around the Capitol ADA  Awards is to recognize and honor significant 
accomplishments of individuals, organizations, and businesses who value individuals with disabilities as 
important contributors to their communities. These individuals have made significant contributions to�prohibit 
discrimination and ensure equal opportunity for persons with disabilities in employment, state and local 
government services, public accommodations, commercial facilities, and transportation.� 

 

Eligibility Criteria 
 

We are seeking nominations in the following categories:  
• Legislative: An Individual, Legislator, or Organization dedicated to furthering the rights of people with 

disabilities.  
 

• Adult or Youth Advocate: An individual who works to advocate for individuals with disabilities 
furthering the rights of people with disabilities.  

 
• Business: A business going beyond the requirements of the ADA to ensure compliance  

 
• Government: ADA coordinator, city, county, state entity working hard to meet the ADA requirements. 

 

�Nomination Process 

To nominate an individual, organization or business, please fill out the nomination application and provide a 
couple of paragraphs about the nominee's achievements. 

 
 
Your Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Phone:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Email:___________________________________________________________________ 
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Who Are You Nominating? 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address of Nominee:___________________________________________________________ 
 
City:__________________________________State_____Zip___________________________ 
 
Nominee Phone:___________________________Nominee E-Mail_______________________ 
 
 
Please provide a detailed information on the accomplishments of this nominee and why you are nominating 
this person.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your submission. 
 
Please e-mail this completed form to Jami Davis at jami.davis@silc.idaho.gov by July 5, 2015.  For questions 
contact Jami or Dana Gover email: dananwadacenteridaho@gmail.com 
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Technology for 
Independent Living 

 

 

All items shown on the Technology For Independent Living each 
month are available online at websites such as Maxi-Aids.com 
and wrightstuff.biz. 

Ableware Universal Built-Up Handle Set 
of 4 Arthritis Handles by Maddak 

"Soft, Ribbed Handle Fits Utensils, Pens, and More!" 
 

The Ableware Universal Built-Up Handle is an ergonomic, soft, built-
up handle that makes it easier for people with arthritis or limited 
grasping ability to self-feed and perform other activities of daily 
living. This multi-purpose handle easily and instantly creates a 
larger gripping surface on most standard eating utensils - forks, 
knives, spoons - thereby eliminating the need for special built-up 
utensils. The soft, ribbed handle fits comfortably in the hand and 
reduces pain and cramping. It can also be used with other 
everyday items such as pens, pencils, toothbrushes, crochet 
hooks, knitting needles and more! 
 
Available for under $20.00 

Hand-to-Hand Mug 
by MaxiAids 

"Makes Drinking 
Safer and Easier" 

 
Features 

• Great for those with 
dexterity issues 

• Insulates hands 
from heat and cold 

• Large handle is 
easy to grip 

• Contoured for 2-
handed holding 

• Extra-wide base for 
stability 

Hand-to-Hand Mug- This 
lightweight plastic mug 
has the look and feel of a 
sturdy ceramic mug. Ideal 
for those with dexterity 
complications. This mug's 
contoured shape makes it 
easy and comfortable to 
grip with one or two 
hands. The dexterity aid 
mug offers a double-
walled design, insulating 
the hands from heat and 
cold while retaining the 
temperature inside the 
mug. Holds 10 ounces. 

Available for $15.00 
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Emily Ladau is, in her own words, passionate about disability rights and 
social change. Here is a link to her blog – Words I Wheel By! 
http://wordsiwheelby.com/ 

 

Contributed by James Pickard, this link shares information about Christy 
Smith, the first Survivor contestant who is deaf. 
http://survivor.wikia.com/wiki/Christy_Smith 

If you have never read the story of the gymnast who was born without legs 
and abandoned at the hospital at birth- you need to click on this link.  An 
amazing and inspiring story!   

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/gymnast-no-legs-tells-joy-
4623666 

 

No access to bathroom for people with disabilities at a community, a 
story of one man’s fight to  get this corrected.   

http://longisland.news12.com/news/man-fights-to-make-beach-bathroom-
handicapped-accessible-1.10553397 

Another great link, shared by James Pickard, about ARCs participation 
in Auto Racing activities!  Be sure to watch the video! 
http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/events/the-arc-racing-program 
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TIDBITS! 

Tired of people parking in accessible parking places when 
they don’t need to, tired of people trying to help you when you 
don’t need help, tired of professionals not getting an 
interpreter when one is needed, or tired of not having an 
accessible business for you to shop in? 
 
Time to make your feelings known!  The selection of Zombie 
tee shirts available at the DAC online shop is wonderful.  Each 
has a great Zombie on the front with the saying “Don’t be a 
Zombie” and your selected saying on the back.  The sayings 
are high enough to not be covered by the back of a 
wheelchair!  Perfect!  Go to:  http://dacnw.org/product-
tag/dont-be-a-zombie/ for pricing and sizes.   
 

Join the Zombie Revolution against discrimination! 

 
Quotes To Make You Think! 

 
“A troubled life beats having no life at all”  

― Richard M. Cohen, author of  
Blindsided: Lifting a Life Above Illness: A  Reluctant Memoir 

  

Durable Medical Goods Donations 
Please call an office near you to make donations of durable medical items you no 

longer use or see if we have something you may need! 
James Pickard in Moscow at 208-88-0523 

Valerie Johnson in Idaho Falls at 208-529-8610 
Todd Wilder in Boise 208-336-3335 

    Join the Zombie Revolution  

  

 



 

   

  

 

 

7560 N Government Way, Suite 1 
Dalton Gardens ID 83815 
(208) 664-9896 VOICE-TDD 

(208) 666-1362 FAX 
(800) 854-9500  

 

330 5th  Street  
Lewiston ID 83501 

(208) 746-9033 VOICE-TDD 
(208) 746-1004 FAX 

(888) 746-9033 

505 North Main Street 
Moscow ID 83843 

    (208) 883-0523 VOICE-TDD 
    (208) 883-0524 FAX 

    (800) 475-0070  

www.dacnw.org 

 
!

Living Independently For Everyone  

 

LIFE, Inc. 

640 Pershing Ave Ste 7 
    Pocatello ID 83204 

    (208) 232-2747 
VOICE/TDD 

    (208) 232-2754 FAX 
               (800) 631-2747 

570 W. Pacific 
    Blackfoot ID 83221    

 (208) 785-9648 VOICE 
    (208) 785-2398 FAX 

 
 

250 S. Skyline 
    Idaho Falls ID 83402 
    (208) 529-8610 VOICE 
    (208) 529-8610 TDD 
    (208) 529-6804 FAX 

2311 Park Ave. Ste 7 
    Burley ID 83318    
 (208) 678-7705 VOICE 
    (208) 678-7771 FAX 

http://www.idlife.org 

!

4110 Eaton Avenue 
    Caldwell ID 83605 
    (208) 454-5511 VOICE 

    (208) 454-5511 TDD 
    (208) 454-5515 FAX 

1878 West Overland Road 
    Boise ID 83705 

    (208) 336-3335 VOICE 
    (208) 336-3335 TDD 
    (208) 384-5037 FAX 

www.lincidaho.org 

 

1182 Eastland Drive North 
 Suite C 

 Twin Falls ID 83301  
 (208) 733-1712 VOICE 

 (208) 733-7711 TDD 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL IDAHO 
CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING 


